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o The unnual Gcneral Weetlng of the Society will be held on Tuesday 3rd-
June at the usual meeting place, the 1st. Yaralla Sea Scouts Hall, A goodhroll
up of members should ensure a successful meeting,

| The election of Office Bearers and Directors for the next year w1ll
take place at the mcetlng.__” :

'Notlces of Mot;o

I hereby move that a further Rule be added to the Rules of the Sydney
lec Steam Loccmotive Society Co-op Ltd, as follows :=

Demolition and or Dispogal of Structures.

7A No Society structure shall be demolished and or disposed of
+unless sanctiocned by a majority of not less than 75% of the.
members as being entitled so to do, vote in person at any
. general meeting of which notice sp001fying the intention to
.. propose the resolution h&s been duly given 1n accordance
with Rule 30 .
) Proposcr Brlan L. Hurst

I wish to propose that thc number of Speclal aenoral Meetings be changed from )
,SIX to TWELVE._r :
- Proposer  Michael,J, Tyson

- .1980 Easter Convent;on.

: Our Convention report comes from two members, Bernie Courtenay and
Mike Tyson. We will start with Bernids account,

% : The Annual Convention at Mcorabbin appears to have been a great success.

- Melbourne turned on some of its best weather, and the club grounds loocked a
‘pleture, & lot of hard work had cbvicusly gone inteo preparing both the tracks
and the landscaping. The spacious club hciise*was able to cater for the multitudes
at morning and afternocn tea, whlle for lunch and dinner, the catering was next
door at the Mascnic Hall.

' The traffic on both elevated and ground level tracks was of course heavy,
but. the club seemed to cope well. The signal box has a good clevated view of the
grounds and controlled the point work and the colour light signals. Ex-SLS
member Les Thompson was noted up there on occassions especially for ‘the late night
shunts. :

The locomotlvcs present were as varied as you could 1mag1ne, in size,
prototype and to some extent quality. The most inmpressive would have to have ©
been the big mallet of Jchn Wakefield, which sounded great with a good load, Some
of the prototype . cnglnes present were, VR :-= S, R, N, J, NA, NSW :- 59, 30T,.32,
36,50, QLD :~ B18%, and many English d081gns 1nclud1ng a 5" LMS Princess,  -a 5"
Sterling Single, GNR Atlantics - to mention a-few, Stan. McCaskell of. Moorabbln
won the Concours ﬁ'blegance with hlS flsely detailed VR N class.

The clevated round house secmed able to cope w1th most of the engines,
‘while the yarc giving access to both elevated and ground level tracks is worth a
mention, Engines proceed off the turn table through elevated blade p01nts,
through a diamond crossing and across swing stub points,operated by a full size
VR ground lever, which carries the depot road over the elevated track and cn to
the ground lcvel. I believe therc was a bit of last minute preparation and a
lot of work involved there.

cont. over



(2)

1980 Convention,

The new ground level track, ccmpleted for the convention, is of steel bar
fitted into slotted wooden slecepers. The track is ballasted throughout and:gave a
. very smcoth ride, There is some impressive point work cem ing into the island
platform station and this is protected by an overhead gantry of cclour llght signals;,
contrclled from the signal boex. I hear that tradk circuiting is next.: ' A .new
ground level roundhouse with sunken pit and turntable catered for -the bigger engihes.
Therc is also & yard nearby where the rolling stock can be stored anl access to this
area is gained from the station roads where a shunting neck and additional siding is

provided, The basic layout is two tracks running rcughly parallel, with an additional
loop. A through line runs outsidce the station which is an island platfor@ with two
roads, an overhead bridge carried pedestrians over all =i .- tracks,’incluﬂing the

elevateds & wed : ; : & o . .
" The elevated track is a long spiral and ‘dicks under the ground level in
two places before disappearing into a tunnel, which is curved and takes the line under

ground. "level, &levateéd and the public entrance thoroughfare, before coming out cn to
a rising grade for the return run.

Visitors all got 2 run on Good Friday, while the local engines came on the
following day. A11 engines were booked on for a run, never the less everyone who
wanted a run was able to, Some very late running was cbserved, for example,’ ‘the
logeo off the Saturday nlght lek ~up . ( a 030 class ) dli not return to the shed until
about 3 am , -

Thanks must go to tho members nT assoc1°tes of the Moorabbln Club for their
hard work and courtesy: through ‘the weekend, G
The Tyson Report

The ' journey south 6OO miles, was undertﬂkpn w1th the usual care and planning
that is syncnymous w1th the tr wnsfer of locomotives 5902 and 4613, with all service
equipment. s . :

(Alan MacKellars ute. arrived, now lets see, how will the gear fit in?
Try this way, no good, ok, try that way, still no gocd, right saw 2 bit off that box,
push that bit there, llsaster, no room for the six dozen refreshments, start again,
Three hcurs later , all.set. Now the ute.,gas ok, needle moved, tyres, give them
a kick,. Hext morning set off, clear highways and blue sky, snﬁﬂd limit of 100 KmPH
and with careful driving and good navigating Moorabin came into view.

Unload lcecos and four days of running, Jderailments, adjustments to bogie
king pins and refreshment breaks were undertaken. The track at Moorabbin was interesting
interesting and plesant running was the order of the day during the early morning
and late evening, ' o

The Judglnv of the lOCOHCthvS and coffieial onenlng of the track was Saturaays
main event, Alan McCaskell ( Stan ? ) with his Vlctorlan N class gained the highest
point score,‘ ; . = _

: Monday saw.the. repeat of the packing proceedure and a trip_over;to‘Puffing
Billy, the ‘staff of Puffing Billy were very helpful and Alan and I rode the.guards
van up to Emerald Lake and return. The trip back to Sydney was by way.of the Black
Spur and the low lands of Northern Vietoria, Albury, Bathurst, Kellyville.

4 - All in ll 2 VEry 1ntgrest1ng week end thanks to all at Mcorabbin for the
1980 Conventlon. . .

The Svlnev Re51pnﬂlllnp Pro1oct v _ | Warrick Allison.

They say that hlstury often repeats itself and sc the new Sydney Signal Box
was to be” built, When the new Sydney Terminal Station was finished in 1906 it was
controlled from four mechaniecal 'signal boxes, *+ Because of the close proximity: of the
‘boxes. and the amount; of traffic, special urrang ents were required and thls was not
con51dorcd S’t&SflCtOTy for suoh large and busy yard.

.. 7 Soin 1910 the first power signalling system in W.S.W. after a fow years of

construction, toock over the control of the yard, = - At the time it was the 11rgest of
its type prOQucbl byMcKenzie and Holland, Operation of the points and signals was

by eloctro = pneumutlc meansg controlled by miniaturc levers in two signal boxes.

"Tunnol Box" ; 31tuated near Redfern tunnel or Cleveland St. bridge, had
59 levurs and "Stat*on Box" had 203, 4lthough Tunnel Box  has long since beon
uOnOllShed, Station Box is stllT standing in the middle of Syaney qu¢. '
- cont.” over
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In 1924 Station and Tunnel Boxes were replaced by a.single large signal
box. Station West Box was fitted with 432 pistol grip type levers located in two
rows facing each other. The miniature Westinghouse levers from Station 4nd Tunnel
Box were then used in the build up of new machlnes for other 1ocat10ns such as
Wells St, Epping, Strathfield and others.

Station East Box and Wells St, were openeﬁ in conjunction w1th the
completion of the Central Electric Platforms and the underground railway in 1926/7.
Illawarra Junction signal box was opened In 1925, Staticn East, 83 levers, Wells St
107 levers, and Illewarra:Junction, 120 levers, all have Westlnghouse miniature levers
and electro-pneumatic operation of points and semaphore signals, the colour lights
-of course, being all electric. :

Station West, Station East and Illawarra Junction are unique in being the
~only signal boxes in N.S.W. that straddle the tracks they control.

as time passel the system again became due for replacement The
mechanlcal interlocking, large, space consuming shelf relays and the effects of tlme,
not to mentlon new technology, spelt their doom and on the 23rd.September, 1979 .the
first stage of the new Sydney Signal Box was commissioned, replacing Station East.
Box, Progressively, the entire Sydney area was bought under its control, the final
change over being deney Yard, controlled by Station West on the 8th/9th December
19179, v

The new control panel is of the Routeesetting type. Here all signals

- have a button fitted on a diagrammatic layout of the tracks and the signalman

merely pushes the button ab the commnencement of any route he.wishes to set, and the
button at the end , providing the locking requirements are met, the points wlll
change and the signals will clear.

The advantage here is that the route may have mapy sets of p01nts in its
' path but only two button operations are required to operate themn. Additionally
a button is provided at most signals to allow them to automatically re-clear for
following trains if a route change is not required, :

The control panel covers the arsa from Waverton to MeDonaldtown, Erskinville
ahd the Eastern Suberbs line and is 17 metres lcng. The North Sydney arca and the
Eastern Suburbs Railway are not as yet under control from Sydney Box, but - . -. . __
provision has been made for this,. .

From the drivers.point of view, all signals now have train stops that check
the speed of the travn, when approaching a "low speed" 1ndlcatlon, before lowering
for 1ts passage,’ This allows trains to close up more in congested areas.

all wiring and most signisls were renewed to provide a basis for rellable
operation into the future,

Because of the size of the control area signalmen are now remote from their
trains more than ever before. If a train was late it was usual for the signalman
to hold other trains so that they went through the City in correct order to avoid
problems associated with the correct setting of platform indicators for passengers,
or indeed, signalmen sending ths train the wrong way, To avoid these problems
a train describer system is in use, This has a readout, like a calculator, but
larger, at selected signals which gives the number of the train so the signalman can
see at a glance what train it is, . The basis of the train describer is four
Hewlett-Packard computers thatv are programmed with the time table and the type of
every train to run on the system. although not yet arranged the computers will
eventually set up the platform indicators automatically and this will easily cope
with cut of sequence or cancelled trains instructions about which are now conveyed
by telephone often with result*na confusion and misunderstanding.

additionally, at a later date, the computer will be used to automatlcally
route trains through five simple Iunciions, Compuver ccntrol of signalling is
quite new and has not been tried extensively anywhere in the world.

The computer may also be used tc control the Eastern Suburbs line after
integration although this presently recuirs little attention from the signalman as
the normal turn back of trains at Bondi and Central being entirely automatic.

The new Sydney Signalling Comple is the first of a new breeu of control
centres that will probably cventually control a large part of the N.S,W. rail
network, Major signalling cesntres are now p]annﬁi or under construction at
Strathfield, Broadmeadow and Junee . there are then more to come,

COODCTN0NIC0000000

The above article was prepared by Warrick in early December 1979.
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Galston Vallev Railwey Offlclal Obenlng. g 2 Y arp aeport by Mautrie Haynesa

sk ThlS event proved to ‘be-more. of 2 mlnl ‘convention than an inter—club run day
-8 it was held for the whole of the week pnd © - 'Fine weather was enjoyedsby all:

Clubs were rbprpsenteu Prom far and wide. - Amongst them were Bathurst,
Blue mountains, Canberra, Lake Macquarie, Illuw arra Live Steamers, South‘COast'M;E;
Society, to name just a few, : :

, The official opcnlnb ‘of the Galston V@lloy Rallway ( h D, M E. Co~0p Soc )
‘was performed by the President of the Hornsby Shlre Council, Coungillor Evans, when
" he tnveiled a plaque to commemorate the occassion, At tho sams time ‘the final’
sleéper was laid to cofmplete the 3,000 odd feet of iuul 3—“ °n1 5” gauge grqugd_level
track, - T h

: In his 1ntroluctory specch the President of the Society thankeq the Shire
President for the Councils assistance cnabllng ‘the dével opment ‘of the Galston Valley
Railway, The Society is six years old and has currently 91 members Councillor
...-Bvans commended the club for the work they have done-and said he felt sure that it

" would be.a grcat asset to the Glstrvct in providing . 2 rboraatlonnl 3ct1v1ty for many
people, : : T

After the OfflClul opening there was: granﬂ parade of locomo‘c,:l_ves.’~ It
was difficult to check thé beginning and r the end of the parade, = 1In all I counted
30 steam and 6 deisel and electric type locomotives. One of the smallest locos
seen on the track, a 33" gauge Titch easily dled the 3,000 ft. circuit, was driven
by a big fellow - Phil Lennox of the heme Sooletw Thls was contrastei by one of
the largest engines from Lake Mﬂoquurle, John Hartleys 5"gauge narrow gauge tank -
‘engine, It was hard to estimate the number of people ‘present on Saturday but it wa.
sure crowded, : L E - »

: & few enthusiasts ran until late Saturday and steam whistles and locomotive
exhausts could be heard through Galston Valley beyond M midnight, .- Some stayed
overnight and made a full weekend. of it, running again early Suniay'morningq '
Newcastle mob, usually the first to arrive and the last to. leave on these occasions,

ol I for one engoyer .the late night running, . On behalf of the S.L.S.L.S.
I would llke to thank the Hornsby Club .members and ladies for their: ‘hospitality
throughout the.weekend and .for providing morning and afternoon. teas ete., I am sure
everyone who attended Saturﬂay and / or Sunda ay enjoyed themselves immensly,

.In conclusion a few points of interest concerning the track at Galston.
The main llne, 3,000, £t long; winds back and forth in continuous circuit, a station
is ;rov1ded with' loops ani sidings, signal box with remote control p01nts and colour 1i
light signals, The steepest grade on the circuit is 1 in 48, . . The. highest
embankment is 22 ft., this worried a few drivers the first time around,. ~ One .of the
deepest cuttings, locatei behind the club house, had to be blasted and bulldozed out
of golid rock and is app rox1maucly 6 feet deep,

To those who have not been to the Galston Valley Railway, should an
opportunltj arlse to do go, dcn t miss out.

Locomotlve uews,

lhey say thut a gooﬂ wine
with the locomotive building of Ray Lc
locomotive,

The €35 Class of the ¥.3.W.G.R. or;plnally designated NI Class were placed
in service.from’ late 1914 to 1923, & total of 35 being built. '

gots better with sge,  The same seéms to be s0
a, Here is a report by Rays on his latest

They were designed under the direction of Mr.E.E.Lucy and built at Eveleigh
Workshop and in their original form carried much of his English influence, They
were fitted with Stephensons valve gear thus ending the Thow era of Allan gear fitted
to the previous 811 T'- TF -~'S "and P classes,

Many WOdlflCuthnS were made to the engines during the following years and
it is difficult to ‘Find twe photographs the same. -In the early 1930's four
of the class were painted royal blue to haul the Caves Express to Katoomba, From
1938 onwards they.were rebuilt and given heavier frames, new cabs and a valance was
placed under the running boards covering the top quaftcr of the lr1v1nv whepls vhlch
did not do much to improve. their appearance,

C 3506, 5" gauge. ' The cngine has 3/16" plate frames w1th cast iron .
hornblocks and axle-boxes fitted with needle rollers throughout. Following past
experiences with my "P" class it was found that ten wheelers in a model tend to be
very front heavy so every attempt was made during construction to koep the front end

as light as possible and tc beéf up the cab end:
: cont. over
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C 3506. cont, :

The driving wheels are 6.5" dia. and they are powered by cast iron cylinders
‘having 1.875" bore by 2.5" stroke and supplied by 0.937" dia. piston valves. The
valve gear was scaled direct from full size giving only 0.492" valve travel in full
gear. .

The eccentrics were machined from one piece of steel and keyed to the driving
-axle during the quartering process, any alteration to the valve events from there on
had to be done by lengthening or shortening the eccentric rods, All available
space between the frames was used in an attempt to prolont the life of the valve gear
components by 1ncrvaslng the diameter of the pins and bushes ete., to 1/2" where
possible,

"The boiler is of 10 gauge copper throughout having a coned section between
the 6" dia. barrel and the firebox throatplate which is 7" wide unlagged, Four
copper superheater elements are fitted being copper welded at the spegrpoints, which
are located about 1" short of the ends of the flues. The boiler is lagged with
1/4" Koyowool matting in place of asbestos and covered with 22 gauge stainless steel
sheeting, Feed water is supplied by two injectors and a donkey pump, no hand
pump is fitted to the tender,

“Special Train Day.

. On Saturday the 7th of June Mike Tyson is organising a special day of
Lrunnlng which will commence at approximately 9.30 am and will use both the elevated
..and the ground level track. The idea is to use locomotives for all shunting -
movements whether they be 33" or 5" gauge, A rough plan of the movements required
is as follows,

Shunt trucks from carriage shed to 5" round house,

Shunt from 5" roundhouse to elevated track.

Make up train and run to west side siding, ;

Break up train and shunt trucks to gravel siding for loadlng,

Shunt loaded trucks to slevated track and make up train.

‘Run on elevated track for dpprdx, 30 minutes.

Break up train and shunt te 5". roundhouse.

Shunt from roundhouse to ground level track, amalgamate with steel train,

Make up train and run for 30 min, in one dirsction then reverse direction for
another 30 minutes,

Break up train and shunt to 5" roundhouse,

Shunt from roundhouse to elevated track,

Make up train and run for 30min, in opposite directicn,

Bpeak up train and shunt trucks to gravel siding for unloading. :

Return empty trucks to elevated track, thence 5" round house and carriage shed.

NN AN AN N AN NN
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4t least 4 locomotives will be required to work the elevated, 4 for the
grouna level, 2 ground level shunters and 2 blevatpd shunters while a 46 class will
be requlred for the gravel siding,

Depenllng on locomotives available other trains will be tabled to run in
conjunction with the above operation, ie., passenger excursion and fettling trains.

411 those drivers, fettlers and yard staff personel interested in making
this day a success .should contact. Mike Tyson not later than 30th May, Come along
and have a fun day without the worry.of live passenger hauling, :

a S.T.N. ( Special Train Notice ) will be issued June 3rd. at the AGM

General News,

I would like to publish part of a letter received from Don Young following
receipt of our last Newsletter,

" I found your activities extremely interestipng and congratulate you in
turn on a very fine publication. My quarterly Magazine, which as you know your
self goes world wide, cannot provide this sort of service as all the news would be
'stale! before it appeared, although I always fecl this can be much better covered
locally, so I can concentrate on 'broader issues', So it was good to know that
you are enjoying LLAS, and the hope is that it will get better all the time. Having
said that, you of course did touch on broaier issues with the interesting history
behind the Boiler Code, in which of ccurse australia is the pioncer. I have written
at times against the Code, as I feel one or two details are open to question,
though generally I endorse what has bcen done, What I was unaware of was the
imposition of this work by your DLI in place of bringing out its own Standards, and
I can tell you that my attitude has changed by reading Mr.Gunning's excellent

cont, over



/':‘i

General Ncws, ﬂont

articls,”: So yoa ScG,.ln this one re spbct alone, thig" Nowsletter has been invaluable
‘to o 3 With best w1shes '~ Yours sincerely, Don Young
Y L 0000000000

* Post Scrlpt 03506,
2 2l - This magnificent locomotive had its steam trial last publlo runnlng day..
+.The trlal was very suCﬂessful we now walt to see it painted and’ lined. out.

0000000000

After thé Convention; our flying Treqsurﬁr; John Hurst headed north and
with his wife spent a few days with one of our country members, Ron Moffett, at

his home at Coffs Harbour, John had a very plesant stay and passes on the word -

that Ron and his wife would be more than pleased to sée any members if they are in
that part of the state, - Ron is looklng forward to havlng a 5" gauge track on his
plot of ground bventuaWIy In ClOSlﬁE John mentioned that the recent .rains would

have brougkt Ron's creck back uO llfe, ouﬂetnlng that would have ‘made Ron very happy.

i

C0000C0000

Uur latest country member, Barry Potter, HOW'rbSWJont i the.Crange. -district
was given a send off by a small group of members one fr14§y cvenlng at the grounds.
4 plesant evening of rcfr=shments, sllﬂes, mov1es as well as some- late train running.
We all hopée that the change in climate will bring better health to. Barry's

w1fp, nnn, somethlng she has not bngoyed over the last. few . years, ”,Best of luck,
; 0000000000 : :
Presentation, ; , , ; :
after the evening meal at the Convention, on 'aster Satu day, a presentatlon
was made to Reg.Wood in reecognition of his efforts as Secretary of the AMBSC, Ken
Tinkler made the prbsentutlon, a silver tray and sbrv1ve, on behalf of all Societies
in australia, Reg. was not accompanied by his wifeias she.was in- hospital and

arrangements had been made for her to receive a 8ard telllng of the prosentatlon.;

ncceptlng the presentntLOn Reg. made a suluable reply, g

00000000000
The new Seccretary of the A:i. f S.C. is 3ave Merrlfleld of the S0, E S
. . ooocooooooo. o ' g
Charity Days W : L ' = o Charity Days
Crowle Home Sa tur¢ay 27th September KEEP
~ THESE :

Shastlc Centre Saturday 1st Wovbmher o DAYS IN MIND,

00000000000

D ux Rostm, _
June '80, W. Rlnhards I Ramsuy,T Geraghty,D.Jones,W. Sandberg,I.ﬁagan.
July '80, G.Sharp,B. Kllgour,ﬂ Larkin P,nln;lby,J B.Hurst,C.Wear,P.Bradley.

aug. '80. M.Haynes,J.Sorensen,P.Dunn,3. Courtenay,K. Scwell W. Hamllton
Sept. '80, J.L.Hurst,J,Davies, h Lee,a Campbell,P.Shiels,J. Lyons

00000000000
I should thank 21l the contributors to uhlS Newsletter, it has been the

longest for many issues and has involved the least of my own writing for some time.
That lu what an editor likes as it makes things more 1nterest1ng. :

Projects that are c1the; nuarln complntlon, underway or getting off the
ground are the eastern retaining wall, the signel box and the club houise have not
been forgotten, I hope to have rphorts on all of tnese ‘next newsletter.

; : : ' John Lyons

00OQCO0000000

SOFT DRINKS  are now 35¢ to the n““llc and 30c¢ to members,



